
MEMBERSHIP
NOTICES

THERE WILL BE NO MORE 
CHECKS TO PAY FOR 

ENTRANCE FEES AND ALL 
REGISTRATION WILL BE 

THROUGH PAYPAL 

------------

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP HANG 

AND TAKE DOWN SHOWS.

This is a fun opportunity to meet and 
connect with fellow artists, help the 

organization, and get a sneak peak of 
the beautiful art on display. 

 
Interested?  Send an e-mail to 

CranberryArtistsNetwork@gmail.com 
with the word Volunteer

in the subject line.

The Cranberry 
Artists Network 

board is looking to 
fill the positions of

 

Treasurer 

Please contact 
Noele Reynolds at 

ncrkr@aol.com if you are 
interested in either position 
or if you have any questions.

NEWSLETTER              NOVEMBER 2023

Holiday Show
CRANBERRY ARTISTS NETWORK MEMBERS EXHIBIT CALL FOR ENTRIES

The Exhibition Space: 
Bottlebrush Gallery: 539 Main St, Harmony, PA 16037
Gallery Hours: Friday 11-5 Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 12-4.

Awards: Cranberry Artists Network will provide Certificates of  
Excellence awards along with cash awards. 

Registration: 
•  No entry fee, up to two pieces of art
•   For all entries, please register through our website:  

www.cranberryartistsnetwork.com/holiday2023 no later than  
Friday, November 10th at 8:59 p.m.

Entry Regulations:
•   Only current CAN members in good standing may enter the show.
•   Artists are permitted to submit 1-2 pieces of art for entry in any  

medium (except film or video and installations).
•   Artwork must have been produced within the last 3 years and not  

have previously been shown in Cranberry Township.
•  Original Artwork only (no reproductions).
•   2-D works must be professionally presented and ready to hang.   

No sawtooth hangers, picture wire and mounting hardware  
securely attached to frame only, not the backing.  Pieces with  
unsecure wiring will be rejected at drop-off.

•  3-D works must be exhibit ready.
•   Size limitations – 16”  x 20”  including frame, portrait or landscape. 

Please note: these dimensions are absolute, artwork & frame wider 
than 20” will be rejected.  

•   Please note: These dimensions must include the frame for  
paintings.  The depth dimensions will also apply for sculptures,  
ceramics, pottery and tapestries. Sculpture base and diameter no 
larger than 20”. Any artwork that does not comply will be rejected. 

•   All work must have 2 registration tags attached to the back of the work 
upon delivery. (See page 2 of the prospectus for registration tags.)

•   Digital registration only.  
•   All entries must be accompanied by a clear, focused picture of  

the submitted artwork.
•   Entry pictures must be in JPEG format with at least 72dpi and  

should not exceed 5MB.

Notification of Acceptance
•   Notification of acceptance will be sent via email on or about  

Monday, November 13, 2023

Drop Off:
•   Accepted artwork must be dropped off to be hung on Thursday,  

Nov. 16, 2023 between 4 and 7pm at Bottlebrush Gallery.
•   Unsold artwork must hang for the duration of the show!

Pick Up:
•   Artwork must be picked up on Thursday, December 21, 2023  

between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the Bottlebrush Gallery. Artwork not  
picked up within the scheduled return date will be placed in storage  
at the artist’s risk and expense. A $25 storage fee will be assessed.  
Artworks remaining after 30 days become the property of CAN.

Disclaimer: Bottlebrush Gallery will take reasonable precautions  
to prevent damage, theft or loss of artwork, but will not be held  
responsible for the aforementioned.  By submitting artwork into the 
show, the artist agrees to these terms.

Sales: Bottlebrush Gallery will conduct all sales during the exhibition. 
Artists retain 80% of the full asking price, Bottlebrush Gallery will retain 
20%, customer will pay sales tax. Checks will be sent out at the end of 
the quarter. Cranberry Artists Network retains the right to use art images 
for any promotional materials.

BOTTLEBRUSH GALLERY:
Friday, Nov. 17, 2023 - Thursday, December 21, 2023

OPENING RECEPTION:
Friday, Nov. 17, 2023, 6:00-8:00 p.m.



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Shajabin (Lisa) Alamgir
Primary Media - Acrylic on wooden jewelry

https://www.facebook.com/bybdcorner/

Member Information: Making hand painted wooden jewelry is my passion. Taking classes on 
making jewelries in Cranberry Library Forge, also take orders from individuals and groups and 
do customization. Make jewelries for events and occasions, too.

Sherri Riddell Cohen
Primary Media - Oils

Member Information: I recently began painting again after decades away from it. After the death 
of my husband, I needed to pick up paint brushes again. I am interested in exploring how to 
showcase my work.

https://www.facebook.com/bybdcorner/


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Michael Fenk
Primary Media - Digital

https://www.artstation.com/mademperormike

Member Information: I’m a digital media artist with a BFA with a concentration in digital media 
from Slippery Rock University. Went to Edinboro University with a major in animation before 
transferring to Slippery Rock University. I practice digital art including concept art, graphic de-
sign, video, and digital illustrations. I have a passion for video game and hope to break out into 
the industry.

I was raised on all kinds of video games and pop culture, thus exposing me to the entertainment 
industry of which I dream of entering. It is because of this, I am an up and coming concept/
digital artist who has been bettering his practices with all of his digital art. My art form tends to 
gravitate towards the realm of fantasy but I am not limited to just one genre. I have developed 
skills with the art of photobashing, digital editing, and 3D modeling to create my modern art-
works. I have made a variety of artworks in a handful of styles, both physical and digital. I have 
had my works “Casting” and “The Wizard’s Staff ” featured in the “VIVID” art exhibition at the 
Butler Art Center in the spring of 2022. I even have my work featured in the Skyrim 10th anni-
versary online museum, selected by Bethesda. Recently, I just held my senior exhibition “Mythic 
Arts and Fresh Starts” at the Martha Gault Art Gallery in Slippery Rock. All four of my pieces, 
“Suddenly”, “Helpless Gaze”, “Intrusive”, and “New Era” were exhibited.

On an ongoing basis, I am continuing to develop my art skills and always willing to learn more. 
I’m always advancing my skills with my art, writing, and design and I am eager to learn more by 
breaking out into the gaming industry.

https://www.artstation.com/mademperormike


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Christine Fondi
Primary Media - Multi media

Member Information: Taught art in Saxonburg PA for over 30 years. Have exhibited and am a 
member of the North Hills Art Center. Have placed on exhibit and sold pieces.



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Masha Geht
Primary Media - Watercolor

http://artsolus.wixsite.com/mashasolus

Member Information: Specializing in academic drawing at the university, I explore my own way, 
I like the natural look of a person, with wrinkles that emphasize his personality, and not idealiza-
tion of a person, therfore in my work the incompleteness of work emphasizes the facial expres-
sions and character of a person.

http://artsolus.wixsite.com/mashasolus


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Donna Carolone Lesondak
www.facebook.com/donnacarolinedesigns

Member Information: I am a self-taught Mosaic Artist working mainly in stained glass but also 
in glass tile, smalti and other materials. I started in mosaic about eight years ago. My work has 
won awards at Noth Hills Art Center shows and I have sold many of my pieces.
I am a member of the West Hills Art League. I’m hoping to branch out into other art groups 
and show my work in other places. Always learning and growing.

Debbie Mattison
Primary Media - Oil and acrylic

http://www.debbiemattisonfineart.com

Member Information: I’ve been painting for about 20 years, mainly hobby painting. In 2008 
when my last children went off to college I started painting more seriously. I’ve attended some 
plein air events and won some awards. I moved to the area 4 years ago and I’m looking for 
some other artists to network with. 

http://www.facebook.com/donnacarolinedesigns
http://www.debbiemattisonfineart.com


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

MJ McCurdy
Primary Media - Acrylics

http://www.bottlebrusharts.com

Member Information: I’ve been teaching art classes for children/youth and adults for over 30 
years, private and in groups. My artwork (and commissions) have been sold out of our Gallery 
since 2014, averaging 12 pieces a year. While acrylics is my go-to medium, I also enjoy creating 
in mixed media/collage and exploring non-traditional media including alcohol inks and or-
ganic substances such as coffee (espresso). Two of my pieces have won awards, “Head of a Bull” 
After Rosa Bonheur (1st prize, Hoyt Institute, Mini Masterpiece Competition) and “Peanut” 
espresso (Bronze Award, Camelback International Competition). 

http://www.bottlebrusharts.com


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Beth Slagle
Primary Media - Watercolor

Member Information: Art in one form or another has always been a part of my life and it has 
been influenced by my passion for travel, adventure, photography and painting. I see beauty ev-
erywhere and in the most mundane things whether it’s a ripple on water or wrinkles on a face.
I am a self taught photographer as well as painter and like to explore different paint mediums, 
with an emphasis on watercolor and acrylic. Nature plays a large role in my artwork, and with 
each photo or painting, I think of it as telling a story. I’ve also taught both beginner watercolor 
and acrylic for the last 5 years and have enjoyed it immensely. 

Sue Traficante
Primary Media - Graphite

Member Information: I am self taught mostly. I have taken a few community lessons and did 
complete an online art course. I just love creating and I’m not afraid to try new mediums.



MEMBER NEWS

Patricia Young recently visited Martha’s Vineyard and cap-
tured the beauty of New England this fall with her lovely 
pastel art! She will be conducting a pastel workshop at Gilberti 
Fine Art Studio & Gallery on Monday, Nov. 6th & Monday, 
November 13th. Call (412) 303-4590 for details.

The Ohio Valley Plein Air event 
was blessed by good weather and 
lots of painting. Each day of paint-
ing was centered around a different 
area. The event Judge was Dr Yan 
Sun from Muskingum University in 
Ohio. 
Marian Sallade won “Best of show” 
for her painting Winter Corn. The 
judge remarked on her use of atmo-
spheric perspective, tonalism, and 
composition.
Patricia Young won 2nd prize for 
her painting “Afternoon Shower”. 
Again, the judge complimented her 
on her composition and use of color 
to create atmospheric mood.

Marian Sallade was among the 
artists who were invited to paint 
at the Rabkin Japanese Gardens, a 
private garden in Tarentum. “The 
garden was beautiful. There were 
many interesting views. It was hard 
to choose what to paint. I painted 
from the deck off the Tea House 

overlooking the pond. I appreciated the hot tea and scones 
that were provided. Our host was very nice and interesting, 
and I’m grateful for the invitation to paint his garden.”

MEMBER NEWS

Doris Dumrauf has pub-
lished a new photo picture 
book entitled “Max Mallard 
Has An Adventure.” Max is 
a shy young duck who finds 
courage and selfesteem with 
the help of animal friends.

News from Gina Judy:
Here are two SOLD pieces...
also sold three additional 
donated pieces benefitting 
Bethany College’s Renner 
Union Gallery Roof repair 
during their alumni-show, 
and standing with one of 
the purchasers Kristi Buren 
from the class of 1993.



MEMBER NEWS

James Tobin’s digital piece, 
“Sunday Driver” received the 
People’s Choice Third Place 
Award in the MacMurray Art 
League’s Fall Colors Exhibit 
award that was displayed at 
the Galleria October 20-29.

A local poet selected artwork 
by James Tobin to create a 
poem inspired by his art. The 
ekphrastik poetry reading was 
held on October 14 as part 
of the Pittsburgh Society of 
Artists’ Annual 57th Annual 
Member Exhibition.

James Tobin gave a talk on 
digital art at the Beaver Valley 
Artists meeting on Thursday, 
October 12 at Merrick Art 
Gallery in New Brighton, PA.

Debra Tobin’s Clones Irish 
crocheted lace shamrock 
motifs were included on the 
Calico Dress No. 3 Pittsburgh 
Edition. The dress will be on 
display with the Red Dress 
Exhibit at the Frick Museum 
through January 28, 2024. 
The calico dress is a commu-
nity collaboration garment 
to celebrate unity, diversity 
and self expression. The Frick 
commissioned the dress and 
worked with the Fiberarts 
Guild of Pittsburgh to invite 
local arts collectives, commu-
nity organizations and indi-
viduals to adorn it.

EXHIBITIONS

 

Pittsburgh Watercolor 
Society (PWS) 

Aqueous Open 
2023 

Annual
International 

Exhibition

Oct 7 - Nov 30, 2023

The Aqueous Open 2023 Inter-
national Exhibition is a juried 

exhibit for artists using wa-
ter-based media on paper. 

This year’s 78th Aqueous is 
being presented online on the 
Pittsburgh Watercolor Society 

website.  

Aqueous Open is the annual 
PWS exhibit open to 

all participants, member or not. 

More than  $5,000 in cash and 
merchandise awards.

https://www.pittsburgh-
watercolorsociety.com/

aqueous

https://www.pittsburghwatercolorsociety.com/aqueous
https://www.pittsburghwatercolorsociety.com/aqueous
https://www.pittsburghwatercolorsociety.com/aqueous


MEMBER NEWS

Nicolette Tolomeo Germain 
had 5 pieces accepted in the 
Nature & Wildlife Show at The 
Art Center in Butler if you 
put that in November , let me 
know if you want pics (prob-
ably too late) … & my “Stars 
Amidst the Gingko’s” was first 

runner up in scenic America’s annual photo contest. They are 
raising those bridges in Pittsburgh to allow for double decker 
trains so it will never be the same. I am not a fan of change lol!  
Altho the season changing is beautiful at the moment!!!

Diane Grguras is having a 
show at the Shaler North Hills 
Library for the month of No-
vember. It’s called “A Shaler 
Retrospective” and is a group of 
paintings she has done in Shaler 
over the past 20 years. The older 
paintings will have reduced 
prices, and a portion of any 
sales will go to the library. It’s 
Diane’s favorite place and she 

thinks it’s the heart of their township. “Bus Shelter” is a recent 
painting.

Lynda Kirby and Debra Tobin are showing artwork at PSA 
New Members Show at Ketchup City November 3rd - 11th.

Phipps
Conservatory:
Fall Flower Show: 

Hometown 
Harvest 
Opens 
Saturday, October 7th

Hometown Harvest pays 
tribute to the bounty of the 
harvest season and the plants 
and animals that make it pos-
sible through festive displays 
surrounded by chrysanthe-
mums in a variety of sizes, 
shapes and colors. Explore 
fall moments like visiting the 
pumpkin patch, harvesting 
grapes, seeing bees making 
honey, taking a peaceful walk 
along a pond, and so much 
more. The fall show lasts for 
just three weeks!







MEMBER NEWS
Susan Walker Art: Classes, Workshops & Events

 
Preschool Art Class: Ages 2-5 
CURIO cool 113 Main Street, Zelienople (412)282-3640
Sat. Sept 9, Oct 7, Nov.11, Dec 2: |9:30-10:30am
Register Here AGES 2-5
$25. All materials provided
CURIO cool 113 Main Street, Zelienople (412)282-3640
The class for ages 2-5  is designed for small children and guardians to work together in a fun, confidence-building space. Your artist 
will practice various skills both unique to art and overall age-appropriate standards. Projects, supplies, and techniques will vary in these 
mixed-media artworks to allow exploration in a variety of ways.

Daytime Art Classes - Perfect for the Homeschooler of Cyber Student
This 4-part class series meets during the day on Tuesdays from 12:45-2 pm.
SEPTEMBER DATES: 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
OCTOBER DATES: Oct. 10th, Oct. 17th, Oct. 24th, and Nov. 7th
NOV/DEC DATES: Nov. 28th, Dec. 5th, Dec. 12th, Dec. 19th
All materials supplied, $95/ session Save your Seats here
Students will get the opportunity to work with a variety of art materials,techniques, and develop skills to create their own masterpieces. Artists 
will build confidence, be creative, and make connections between art history, science, reading, and more.  This class is taught by certified art 
educators with all materials included in the cost of the class. 
Student artists will have the opportunity to work in both studio settings and may be instructed as one large group or divided into smaller groups 
based on age, project, skill level, and enrollment. This class will meet 4 separate times from 12:45-2:00 pm on Tuesday afternoons.
Sketchbooks are encouraged, but not required!
***Super serious information***
Tickets are NONREFUNDABLE under any circumstances. If you are unable to attend, feel free to pass your ticket on to a friend or stop in and get your project to go. We must have at least 4 
people signed up in order for the class to run.
Artists must enjoy spontaneous bursts of laughter and overall general merriment.

 

MUSHROOM GARDEN PAINT CLASS FOR ADULTS & AGES 13+
All materials supplied, $40.
September 29, 6:00-8 pm  Register and save your seat here
Join me as I guide you in creating a mushroom garden of your own through mixed media. We will use simple brush strokes to create ferns and plants. 
Learn about form, and the rule of thirds for good design, and have a great time painting together. Leave with a great painting for your home or give it 
as an awesome gift!

Modern Plant & Vase Still  life Adult & 13+
Friday, Nov. 17, 6:30-8 pm
All materials supplied, $45
Register and Save your seat Here
Join me as I guide you in creating a mushroom garden of your own through mixed media. We will use simple brush strokes 
to create ferns and plants. Learn about form, and the rule of thirds for good design, and have a great time painting together. 
Leave with a great painting for your home or give it as an awesome gift!

Bible Art Journaling & Fun Art Techniques
* Bible Art Journaling & Art for Sketchbooks, Journals, etc.
* August 11, Sept.8, Oct.13, Nov.10, Dec. 8, 6:30-8 ish
* Location: Presbyterian Church of Portersville, PA 
* 1297 Perry Hwy.
Want to advance your faith and be creative? Are you curious about Bible journaling? Or have been doing the practice for a 
while? Want to learn cool art techniques to use in your journals and sketchbooks? This class is for you! 
Bible Art Journaling is a way to set aside time for God, and ourselves, to meet new friends and express our inner creativity in the Word. Join me, Susan 
Walker, as I guide you in creating a page. Whether you’re a newbie or a seasoned journaler. Or learn the techniques to use in journals, cards, and sketch-
books. Whatever way you want to apply it. IT IS ALL GOOD FUN.
Bible Art Journaling is an ongoing class that meets once a month on a Friday. You may attend one class, two classes, or every class if you would like.
Each class you attend is $22. and includes all art supplies you will need for the evening. Supply your own journaling or note-taking BIBLE but NOT 
NECESSARY for class. All other materials provided. 100 years old and under welcome!
Please register for classes in advance so I have enough supplies available.
$22.00 Click here to join in by registering here. *After proceeding to the cart, include the date you will be attending, please.

Stay in touch with my eNEWs for events, classes, and collecting by going to: www.susanwalker.art
Monthly Bible Art Journaling Classes 2nd Friday each month 

Or find my work at the following locations: Curio Cool, Main St. Zelienople, PA  (artwork & classes)

Member of the: Pittsburgh Society of Artist, Cranberry Artist Network, West Hills Art League, Urban Sketchers Pittsburgh, PA

https://curiocool.com/collections/kids-classes/products/preschool-art-age-2-4
https://curiocool.com/collections/adult-classes/products/homeschool-art-class
https://curiocool.com/collections/adult-classes/products/mushroom-garden-paint-class-age-13
https://curiocool.com/collections/adult-classes/products/mixed-media-still-life-art-class-age-13
https://susanwalker.art/product/bible-art-journaling-class/
http://www.susanwalker.art




Our Mission
Cranberry Artists Network was orga-
nized by artists to promote an aware-
ness about the value of the arts.  Our 
mission is to build a vibrant apprecia-
tion for the arts by connecting artists 
and their skills with the community. 

General Information

Website
www.CranberryArtistsNetwork.com
Facebook
@CranberryArtistsNetwork 

A members-only page is available at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
CranberryArtistsMembers/, or search 
for CAN Members  

Cranberry Artists Network Board
   
Noele Reynolds    President
James Tobin     Vice President
Colleen Tittiger    Secretary
Marcy Bogdanich   Treasurer

CAN Chairs

Vickie Schilling    Exhibition
Sherrie Dunlap     Interim
Gallagher    Programs
Gadi Leshem    Interim
     Membership
Kathy Bischak    Publicity  
Debra Tobin    Internal 
     Communication  
     (Newsletter)
Lynda Kirby    Print Media
Colin Richards    Website
 ww
Founding  Members Emeritus
Irene Ackerman
Duane Cacali 
Mary Jane Hadley    
Mary Mason
Elise McVeigh
Cranberryartistsnetwork@gmail.com
Please send newsletter submissions to 
debratobin@ymail.com

Cranberry Artists Network 2023 Calendar of Events
Please note: Dates past May other than Plein Air will have to remain tentative 
because there will be major construction happening at the township building. 
Updates will be highlighted in the monthly calendar as they become available.

 November 8      First Tuesday figure drawing (this is a Wednesday
                             because of Election Day) at Merrick Art Gallery
November 10     Registration for Holiday Show ends, 8:59pm
November 13     Notification of acceptance emails out to artists
November 16     Holiday Show art drop off 4-7pm at Bottlebrush Gallery
November 17     Holiday Show starts - Gallery Hours Fri 11-5, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4
November 17     Opening reception for Holiday show 6-8pm Bottlebrush Gallery

December 5      First Tuesday figure drawing. 10am-1pm Cranberry Public Library 
December 7      General Membership Meeting 7-8:30pm Cranberry Public Library 
December 21    Holiday Show ends, art pick up 4-7pm at Bottlebrush Gallery

MEMBER NEWS

The Cranberry Artists Network board is 
looking to fill the position of Treasurer 
Below is a list of the duties for each position.  

Treasurer
A. The Treasurer and a designated board member shall receive and disburse 
all the funds of the organization under the direction of the Board of Direc-
tors.
B. Be responsible for the maintenance and safekeeping of all financial re-
cords of CAN.
C. Make a financial report at each CAN Board meeting and at any designat-
ed business meeting.
D. Maintain a list of basic yearly expenses and provide the Reimbursement 
Form to Board Members for Board approved expenses.
E. Make and record all deposits and payments.
F. Ensures development and board review of financial policies and proce-
dures. 

Please contact Noele Reynolds at ncrkr@aol.com if you are interested in 
either position or if you have any questions.

https://www.cranberryartistsnetwork.com
https://www.facebook.com/CranberryArtistsNetwork/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CranberryArtistsMembers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CranberryArtistsMembers/
https://www.facebook.com/noele.dattiloreynolds
https://jamestobinart.com/
https://www.colleentittiger.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marcy.bogdanich.12
https://www.vickieschilling.com/
https://www.facebook.com/kathy.bischak
http://www.debratobinart.com/
https://www.instagram.com/kirby_creative/
https://www.colinrichardsart.com/
http://www.dcdigitalcanvas.com/

